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' APPENDIX 
| TO A 

; Gentleman's Religion. 


2---T. W OW thoſe Perſons who - 
'0 rake unto themſelves the 
' diſtinguiſhing Name of 


, Unitarians.dodiflent from 


the main Body of Chriſtians, of whar- 
> ſoever Church or Perſwafion, rouching 
?.._ the DoCtrines of the Trinity, and the 
.« Incarnation of our Saviour Chriſt, is 
+ fo well known, that I need not here 
; Offer to open or explain the Terms of 
'* the Controverſie which is managed be- 
tween them. Now when in this Di- 
7 ſpure the Unitarians are preſt with 
> ſome paſſages of Scripture, which ſeem 
*® very evidently ro make againſt them, 
s A 2 beſides 
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befides other ways which they have to 
avoid the force of them, they common- 
ly have recourſe to the nature of the 
thing controverred ; and preſs their 
Adverſaries back again with this de- 


mand, How ſuch a thing can poflibly 


be ? And when to this it is reply'd, 
Thar there 1s evidenily ro Contradi- 
dion to ſound Reaſon in the Doctrines 
themſelves, and that the Truth of them 
ought to be believed upon the Autho- 
rity of God, who hath revealed them : 
Bur that the manner of them 1s utrerly 
above, and altogether incomprehenſi- 
ble ro our finite and narrow Under- 
ftandings, and: therefore nat to be en- 
quired afrer, In return to'this, rhere 
are ſome who maintain, thar if theſe 
Dodtrines were not contrary to Rea- 
{on, yer this alone is a ſufficient cauſe 
to reject them, that they are confefled- 
ly above 1t. For of that which is above 
our Reaſon ( {ay they ) we can form 
no true Conception, or Idea ; and it is 
abſurd, er rather impoſſible for a Man 
10 believe, thar which he cannot clear- 
iy and plainly ſo much as conceive or 
2pprehend. 


2, Fox the right {tating end clearing {1 


of this whcle Controverbe, I have gi- 


- by ————— bu 
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ven {uch hints in the Gentleman's Religi- 
on, Part 1. Sect. 33. and Part 2. Sect. 2. 
22, 23, 37. as I thought ro be moſt fir 
for Men of ordinary Capacity, and 
moſt ſuirable to thar brevity which I 
all along deſigned. Bur in this Appen- 
dix, I ſhall addreſs my ſelf unto thoſe, 
who are of a more refined Underſtand- 
ing, and accuſtomed ro-a' more exact 
way of thinking ; and try-if I can give 
them any: ſatisfaction in a Matter, 
which ſeems to be nor a little perplex- 
ed, perhaps by the overmuch Curioſi- 
ry of ſome of both rhe conrending 
Parties, 

3. That our Knowledge of things is 
bur ſhort and imperfect, 1s confefſed 
on all. fides. Ir is alſo very evident, 
that no Language whatſoever will af- 
ford us variety of Words ſufficient ro 
expreſs all rhe Diverſities and Peculi- 
arities of our Thoughts, ſo as ro ſecure 
them from the Miitakes of Ignorance. 
or Miſapprehenfion, and the Cavils of 
Perverſeneſs ; bur that after all our 
Care, our moſt cautious Expreſſions 
will ſometimes be liable to be miſinter- 
prered ro a contrary, or at leaſt, wreſt- 
ed to a difterent meaning, from what 
we intended, And therefore the moſt 
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Acute and Judicious Writer will pro- 
bably find himſelf much miitaken, 1f he 
at any time hopes ſo te. hawdke any 
Controverkie as ro. ſatisfie every Man, 
Bur fince, upon the ſtriftet Examinatt 
on which I have been able ro make, I 
am my ſeis fally convinced of rhe Truth 
of what I bave concluded in this Di- 
{pute, I will now ( with God's Afift- 
ance ) try, whether I can expreſs. my 


ll prove them with ſuch ſufficient Argu- 
| ments, and pertinent Initances, as may 
| give ſome Satisfaction to others allo : 
| And that I may the more effectually do 
i this, I ſhall endeavour to proceed as 
| near as I can in ſuch a Merhod, as is 


| always uſed in Mathematical Demon- 

ti ſrarions. DT : 

q \ 4. This word De&r:ne is but another 
| Term for a Propoſition; and what a Pro- 


| or falſe, certain, probable, or doubrful, 
| need nor ſpend time ro explain. 

5. Reaſ91 18 that faculty in Man ( for 
I I meddle not with the Knowledge of 
be Angels) whereby he apprehends things, 
| _ and their Arrribures or Properties; and 
frames a Þadginent concerning what he 


apprehends, And-alſo from thoſe Judg- 


Eboughts with ſo much clearneſs, and 


it poſition is, or when ir is (aid to be true | 
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ments which he makes, draws ſome- 
times more immediate, or-more remote 
and dittant Conſequences. | 

6. Fhe Fruth of- ſome Propoſitions 


'k fo very plain, that as no Man in his- 


Senſes can denyakem, ſo is it impofli- 
ble ro find out any thing which is more 
plain whereby ro prove them, And 
ſuch Propoſitions as theſe I call /e/f- 
evident : Such for Example are, Thar 
all the parts of a thing taken togather are 
equal to the whale, That bath parts of a 
Contradiftion cannot be true at the ſama 
time ; and the like. 

7. When the Truth of a Propoſition 
does not immediately appear by. its 
own lighr, bur-yet the Propoſition can, 
beyond queſtion, be proyed from:other 
Propoficions which are felhevident ; 
fuch a Propofirion as this I term: to; be 
built upm Reaſon along. Such for in- 
ſtance are, That two. Triangles, having 
equal baſes, and being cantained between, 
the ſame parallel: Lines, are equal ; and 
all other Propofirions which are capa- 
ble of being demonſtrated, or clearly. 
proved from the bare Principles. of 
Reaſon. 

- 8. Where the poſlibiliry of a Propo- 
krion (7,0, that ir" implyes no.Contra- 
ET A 4 diction ) 


CE? 


dition ) can be evidently proved from 


the Principles of Reaſon alone, buryer 


the actual Truth and Realiry of it can- 


* not the ſame way be' made appear, 


{uch a Propoſition as this I call reconc:- 
lable to Reaſon. Thus for Example ; 


That an Oak ſhould grow up to ats full | 


and uſual Stature, in an heur, 1s as poſſt- 
ble ( that is to ſay, as free from Con- 
tradiction ) as thar it ſhould: do the 
ſame in an hundred years ; ( for all 
growth is motion, and the {wiftneſs of 
motion may be for eyer increaſed ) bur 
that ever this was actually fo, cannot 
be proved by any Arguments drawn 
from Reaſon. 

9. Where any Propoſition ( either 
immediately in 1r:felf, or mediarely in 


irs Conſequences ) does plainly contra- 


dict any other Propofirion which is ei- 
ther ſelf-evident, or built upon Reaſon, 
{uch a Propoſition as this I term to be 
contrary to Reaſon ; ſuch for Example 
is this Propoſition, That the three An- 


gles of a Triangle are equal to three right 


Angles, and ſuch like, 


10. Where a Propoſition is in it ſelf | 
true, but we are unable clearly to ap- 


prehend or frame a Notion or Concep- 
tion of 'rhe rhings contained under the 


rerms _. 
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terms of ir, ſuch a Propoſition I term - 
to be above Reaſon, And a Propoſition 
may be either wholly and atogerher - 
above our Reaſon, when we can frame 
, no manner of Conceprion of the things 
, ſpoken of, or elſe bur partly above ir, 
when ſome Notions of the things we 
have, but thoſe very obſcyre and im- 
periect. Thus rhe Dodtrine of Light 
and Colours, is wholly above the Rea- 
> ſonofa Man bornblind, whocan frame 
no manner of Notion of theſe things 
from the Deſcription which others make 
of them, becauſe he is altogether deſti- 
rute of proper Organs to receive any 
Imprefſion from rhe things themſelves. 
Bur the ſame DoCtrine. would not be 
{o much above the Reaſon of a Man, 
| who had ſome faint and confuſed 
olimmering of Sight ; rho ſtill much 
more above his Reaſon than it would 
be if he were endowed with the facui- 
ty of clear and diftinct Sight, as other 
Men commonly are. ; 

| It. To know, is to give aflent to a 
| Propofition when it evidently appears 
\ ro be builr upon Reaſon. Bur when 
* the Truth of a Propoſition is aflented 
' to, not upon Arguments drawn trom 
the Reaſon, or the Nature ofthe _ 
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but upon account of the Veracity, and 
Authority of the Perſon or Perſons who 
affirm it ; ſuch a Propoſition as thar is 
faid to be believed, Furthermore, If a | 
Man underſtands not the meaning of a C 
Propoſition, and yer believes that ir | 
contains a Truth in ir, becauſe of the |. 
- deference he pays tro the Perſon who 
ſpeaks it ; this I call an implicit belief: 
And properly ſpeaking, the Object of 
fuch a belief is not the Truth of the ': 
Propoſition ir ſelf, bur only the Veraci- | 
ry of the Speaker. Bur where a Man 
underſtands the meaning of the Propo- 
firion which he believes, this I call an 
Explicit Belief, 

12. No Man can poſſibly believe or * 
give his Aſſent to any DoArine or Propo- 
ſition which appears to him to be contrary 
70 Reaſon, ( fee Sect. 9.) For to own a | 
Propofition to be ſelf-evident, or built |: 
upon Reaſon, and yer at the ſame rime 
to believe another which mediarely, or 
immediately, is contradictory to it, 1s | 
ablolurely impoſſible. : | 

13. If 4 Prop:ſition be reconcilable to j 
Reaſon, { Set. 8.) and the Truth of it | 
aifo teſtified vy ſuch Perſons whoſe Veraci- 
ty 1s beyond all doubt, or exception; ſuch a N 
Propoſition cannot but be believed by any 

One 


Ag 7 


f, 
Y 


© mu 0 2 OT EC. 
E 6 F w—— 
.* 


4 bs 
he... . 


oF. 


(11) 


one tinto whom it comes ſo teſtified. For 
' if it be reconcilable ro Reaſon, then ir 
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may poſſibly be rrue ; ( Se&. 8.) and if 
[ am actually convinced of the Veract= 


; ty of the Perſon or Perſons, who relate 
- ir, I cannor chooſe bur believe thar it 


is True, From whence I think it evi- 
dently follows, that Revelation, or the 
Teſtimony of another, may juſtly be 


looked upon, not only as a means of 


Information, but alſo as 4 motive of Per- 


| ſwaſion, whatever a late Author ſays 


: 


r0 the contrary, 
14, But that which is moſt material 


- 1n this preſent Controverhie, is whar I 


am now going to make appear, v:Z. 
That a Man may have moſt. ſufficient, and 
cogent Arguments, to give his Aſſent to 


{ Juch Propoſitions as are not only in part, 
' but wholly, and altogether above his Rea- 
. Jon. ( Sect. 10.) For the clear and plain - 

_ evincing of which, I ſhall crave leave 


: to make a Relation of. a Conference 


4 


Which once I had with;.a' blind Man ; 
to whom, when I underſtood tbar he 


' had been quite blind from his Infancy, 
+ and never could remember to have ſeen 
+ the leaſt glimmering of Light, I had 


the Curioſity ro put ſeyeral queſtions, 
L azked bim firſt of all, Whether ever 
| 8 he 
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he had endeavoured to frame any No- | 
tion or Conceprion;of Light or Colours, | 
of which I fuppoſe he had often heard | 
mention to be made in common Di- } 


ſcourſe? To which he anſwered me, 


Thar he had often endeavoured ir with | 


the greateſt Application of- his Mind 


that poflibly he could. And to rhat # 
end and purpoſe he had thade it his {| 
Bufineſs ro ask all rhe queſtions he ' 
could think of, whereby ro get Infor- 


mation, bur all to no purpoſe ; for that 
he was ftill alrogerther as ignorant of 
the Nature of Lighr and Colours, and 
as unable ro frame any Coricepiion of 


them, 4s if he had never before heatd | 


the. Nathes of: rhem. He told me 


moreover, that-he was a long time be- 


fore he would, or could believe, that || 


other Mer had arty faculty ar all which | 


he wanted. For, ſays he, I was ſenfi- j 
ble of no Defect or Imperfection in ny * 
ielf, bur believed try felf ro be alto- | 
gether as peffet as all orher Men with |: 
whom I converſed ; and therefore jþ 
when rhey told me'thar T was blind, | 
and ralked to me of Light and Cotours, | 
I apprehended for a great' while, rhar Þ 


they didir only to inpoſe uporr me, 


Bir are you now conyinced, faid I; | 


that | 


(13) 

thar you are blind; and thar other 
Men have the-faculry of Sighr, which 
you want ? Yes, replied he, I am ful- 
ly ſatisfied and convinced of ir. How 
can that be, ſaid I, when you can frame 
no manner of Notion of Lighr or Co- 
lours, which-are the Objects of Sight ? 
Thus anſwered he, I was convinced 


of it: They would pur me art a di- 


tance from them, and yer would refl 
me every thing carl did ; as wherher 
I Rood, or fare, or held up my Hand, 
or let it down, or the like: Whereas I 
could nor not difcover any thing which 
they aid, except I were cloſe to them, 
and felt them carefully with my Hands. 
Now by this, continued he, I am ful- 
ly convinced, that other Men have a 
faculty which I want, whereby they 
can diſcover and diſtinguiſh things art 
a diftance, which they call Srphr : 
And I am told by all Men, that there 
is ſomething called Light, which is 


| diffuſed through the Air, and is the . 
 & Inſtrument whereby they are enabled 


to exerciſe this faculty ; and alſo thar 
the Colour and Shape of things are rhe 


| Objeds upon which the ſame is em- 
\ ployed. Bur although I can by my 
; || touch diſtinguiſh —_— the different 


ſhapes 
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( 14) 
ſhapes of ſome things, and ſo can 


frame a Notion of Shape: Yer what 
Light 1s, or what Colours are, I have 


not the leaſt Conception ; although I }.. 


am, as I have rold you, ſufficiently 
convinced, that ſome ſuch rhings there 
are, Now this Relation being (for the 
{ubſtance of it) true; ro my own 
Knowledge, or at leaſt (as every Man 
will own it ro be ) poſſible and ratio- 
nal ; 1t will evidently follow, without 
any farther proof, that this Man had 
very good and unqueitionable grounds 
x0 believe lome things, that were alto- 
gether above his Reaſon ; for whar 
Sighr, Light, or Colours were, he was 
utterly uncapable of framing, or recei- 
ving, any Idea. Bur yer that there 
were ſuch things, and thar all he heard 
Men diſcourſe about them was nor 


meer Fiction, (as he for ſome time ap- . 


prehended ). was plainly proved to 
him by ſuch Arguments as every rea- 


{onable Man muſt allow to have been | 
abundantly {ufficient ro move his Af- | 


{enr, Nor was this Aﬀenr of his which 


he gave unro theſe thipgs, a bare impli- _ 
cit Beliei; ( Sca.11.g as if he had been F 


rold that ſomething }did Exiſt, which 


was called Blz«7; z but was altogether 
| 1gno- 
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I2norant of what was fignified by tha. 
word, { as Mr. To/and \{peaks.) For al- 
rhough it was abſolutely impothtible for 
him to frame any direct Notion, or 
Conception, of the things rhemlſelves, 
vet by thoſe analogous Repreſenrati- 
ons which were made ro him of rhzm, 
he well might be, and was according- 
ly, nor only fully convinced, that 
what was ſpoken concerning them, 
was not infigniicant Nonſenſe ;5 bur 
allo enabled ro frame ſome fort of re- 
preſentarive Conception of them, which 
15 more than a Man can do of Bl;&r: ; 
of which he hears only the ſound, bur 
knows nor the Signification, For, ſup- 
poling a Man ar the very time of his 
Birth, to be utterly deprived of his 
Organs of Sighr; yer, by the uſe of 
his other four Senſes, he may well cons 
ceive what a faculry ui Senſation is ; 
and how a ſenſible quality, or the ſmall 


Particles of Matrer flowing,or rebound- 


ing from a Body, and ſtriking upon 
the proper Organ of Senſe, do make 
ſuch a peculiar Impreflion upon it, as 
to affect our Underſtanding with ſome 
parricular Knowledge of the Body it 
{elf, whereby we are enabled to di- 


 #tinguiſh it from other Bodies, And as 


B 2. he 


(16 
he can diretly apply all this to the 
Seni*s of Hearing, Smelling, Taſting, 
and ivuching, of which he may be as 
£00d, or a berter Mafter than other 
Men: So, by way of Analogy from 
theſe Sznſ(es, he will be able ro make 
iom2 imperfect fort of Repreſentation 


ro himſelt, whar forr of thing Sighr is';. 


and whar Light, and Colours are ; 
though direQtiy, and particularly, be 
knows no more of them, than if he 
had neyer heard of them. Sir Kenelm 
Digby, in his Treatite of Bodies, Chap. 
28. telis us of a Spaniſh Noble Man, 


. who was born ſo ablolurely deaf, that 


it a Gun were ſhor off cloſe by his 
Ear, he could nor heart; and yer 
was taught to ſpeak very diſtinctly; 
and, by the mcrion of any Mans Mouth, 
fo pertectly ro underſtand what he 
mid, as that he would not lole a word 
:n a whole days Converſation. Now 
rhe Doctrine of Sounds and Muhck 
mn# of Neceffity have been as much 
2bove this Mans Realon, as that of 
Light and Colours, was above the 
blind Mans, of whom I but now 
{poke ; and yet there might very good 


Aflurance have been given to the ane, 


that there was ſuch a Senſe as Hear- 
ag, 


2 a 
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ing, and ſuch a thing as a Sound, as 


well as there was unto the other, in 


the cale of Light and Colours. 

15. And now to apply what has 
been ſaid, to the Controverſfie concern- 
ing the Triniry, and Incarnation of our 
Saviour. And here the Iflue. which [I 
am now trying, preſuppoſes theſe three 
things : Firſt, That - the Texts of 
Scripture, which are brought ro prove 
the Truth of theſe Dodctrines, are (uffi- 
cient for the purpoſe for which they 
arc alledged, if we-interprer them ac- 
cording to the natural Order,and uſual 
Fgnitcation of the Words and Exprefſi- 
ons of them. Secondly, T bart the Do- 
Ctrines themſelves are not contrary ro 
Realon, as not implying any Contra- 
diction ; ſee Part 2. Sed. 22. Bur 
Thirdly, That they are altogether 
above our Reaſon, becauſe we cannor . 
frame any Notion or Idea of that par- 
ticular Union,and Diſtinction, which 1s 
berween the Three Perſons of the 
Bleffed Trinity, or between the two 
Natures which are in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriit: Which three things being taken 
for granted, the queſtion thar 1s ro be 
derermined, is, Whether or no 1t be a 
luffcient ground for a Man to deny his 

B 3 Aſſenr 


(18) 
Aﬀent to the DoCtrines of the Trinity, 
and Incarnation'of Chriſt, becauſe they 
are above his Reaſon? 

16, And here, in the firft place, ir 1s 
very plain, Thar although we cannot 
by any means compretiend the things 
chemſelves, yet we do 10 far under- 
itand the meaning of the Terms im 
which theſe DoCtrines are exprefled, 
as clearly to perceive that they are not 
a company of inſignificant Words put 
rogether, to make a ſound, and ſfgni- 
tie nothing. Whar a Perſon 1s, we 
know ; though we cannot tell whar 
fort of Perſons the Father , the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt are; and how 
taeir Perfonal Diftinction berween 
themſelves, particularly and fully dit- 
ters from that of Men, one from ano- 
ther, What it 1s to be One, we well 
underſtand, although we c2nnor frame 
an Idea of thar ſpecial Union which 
:s berween thoſe Divine Perſons, Whar 
it is for one being ro pexerate another, 
and what t0 preceed from another, we 
are not Ignorant ; although rhe peculi- - 
ar manner of the Generation of the 
Son of God, and the Proceſſion of the 
Holy Ghotir, be beyond our Capacity 
:0 conceive, And Laſtly, Whar itis for 

| rwo 


C19.) 
two Beings to be United rogether, we 
can very well apprehend ; although we 
pretend not to know the manner of 
| Thar Union which is between the rwo 
Nartures in the Perion of Jeſus Chriſt. 
« From whence it plainly follows, That 

theſe DocCtrines, though above cur Rea- 
' fon, do yer fo far ſtand upon equal 
Terms with thoſe Dodtrines which I 
have rermed reconcilable to Reaſon, 
Se&. 8. That as our Realon may be 
| plainly and pokirive convinced from 1s 
.. own Principles alone, of the poſſivilzty 
} of the one; {o is there no Principle of 

our Reaſon which can reach ſo far as to 
prove or demonſtrate any :mpoſſivz1ity 


in the other. And where there is no' 
.. Contradiction, or Impoſflibility, in a . 
Doctrine, ir will undeniably follow, 


that that ſame Doctrine may poſſibly 
be true. And where ever a Man is 
convinced of the poſſibility of a Do- 
Ctrine, if the Truth of rhat ſame Do- 
- Ctrine appears ro him r0 be reftified 
" by any Perſon, of whole Veracity he 


_ ., Cannot entertain any manner of doubr, 


he cannot refuſe to give his Afent ro 
It ; asI have ſaid, Se. 13. Since then 
the Veracity of God admits of no 
manner of doubr, and the Holy Scrip- 


res 
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rures are by both Parties in this Di- 
ſpute allowed of, as moit Aathenrick 
Records of the Doctrines of Faith, and 
Rules of Life, which God has made 
known, and revealed ro the World. 


And laſtly, fince we here {uppoſe, thar 


the Doctrine of rhe Trinity, and thar 
of the Incarnation of Chriſt, do neither 
of rhem contain, or imply,any Impoſit- 
bility or Contradiction, although they 
are-both of rhem' above our Reaſon, it 
will follow, thar if, all, or any of the 
Texts of Scripture, which are brought 
to prove theſe Doctrines, being ex- 
pounded according tothe common way 
of interpreting all Books, ({ of which 
ſee Part 1. Se. 25.) do fairly ( and 
withour being wreſted) contain (either 
in themſelyes, or their;evident Conſe- 
guences) thoſe ſame Doctrines which 
they are alledged ro eſtabliſh, there can 
be no juſt Cauſe why any Man ſhould 
deny his Aﬀent ro them. Bur if, nor- 
withſtanding all rhis, it be {till urged, 
that It 1s not poſſible for a Man expli- 
ctly ro believe a thing of which he can 
irame no Conceprion or Idea ; I mult 
refer him to the Story of the blind 
Man, Se. 14. which ſeems ro me 


abundantly ' to evince the contrary, 
| And 
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' And why we ſhonld nor betieve the 


Doctrines of the Trinity, and Incar- 
nation, vpon the Teſtimony of the 
Holy Scriprures, as well as the blind 


Man did the Exiftence of Light and 


- Colours, upon the Teitimony of other 


Men ; joyned with thar collateral Ex- 
periment which I have mentioned, [ 
profeis I can ſee no manner of Reaſon. 
' 17. And as in my Book, Part 3. 
SeR. 71. ] have advertiſed my Rea» 
der, that 1 have purpoſely avoided the 
ule of cerrain Words and Terms, for 
the Reaſon there given : So muſt I de- 
fire him ro rake norice, thar for the like 
Reaſon, I have both in my Book, and 


. tn this Appendix, omitted fo much as 


ro mention the word Myſtery, abour 
which, ſo great a Noiſe has of late 
been made, Whether this ſame Term 
Myſtery, be always uſed in the New 
TFetiamenr, in the very ſame ( and no 
orher ) Signitication as It is underftocd: 
by Heathen Authors 2 Or, Whether 
other ſorts of things, by a very allow- 
able Analogy, are nor alſo there called 
Myſteries, upon account of their Ob- 
{curity; becaufe we know them but in 
part, and ſee them but as in'a Glaſs 
darkly, Or, Laſfily, Whether there be 

any 
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any rang in Chriftianiry, which may 
properly 


exprefly forbids. 2 Tim. 2. 14. Bar 
whatever may be derermined concern- 
ing the propriety of the Word, the 
rhing ir ſelf ſeems ro me, ro be very 
evident, thar rhere are ſome Doctrines 
1m Chriſtianity, which are above our 


Reaſon, and yet that this is no ſuffici= |: 
ent ground for the denial of our Afenr 


ro:them, : Ny | [4 
18. And if I am told, thar after all 
this, there isno greater obſcurity in any 


of rhe Doctrines of- Chriſtianity, rhan. 


what there 1s in all natural Beings, with 
which we moſt familiarly converle ; 


whoſe real Eſſence we. cannot penes | 


:rate, bur mult content our ſelves with 


a fort . of Superficial Knowledge of | 


them, which is cauſed by thoſe Im- 


pretiions which they make upon our. |; 
ourward. Organs ; which, at moſt, can, | 
be termed bur a nominal Ejſence ; (0 Þ 
that even. a {pire of Graſs, a Stick, a | 


e called a Myſtcry, according 
ro the genuine meaning of that Term; | 
ro me ſeems to be no more bit a Con- | 
rention about 4 word, which the Apoſtle | 


| 


, 


Scone, or any other natural Being, may | 


upon this account, as truly be rermecg 


Myſterious, as the moſt ſublime Dos, | 
| Etrines | 
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Arines of Religion, I ſhall only an- 


- ſwer, that it mighrily raiſes my won- 
+ der,ro hear Men ſo freely acknowledge, 
| that in every other thing whatloever, 
. there is ſomerhing which is above their 
{ Reaſon, and ro which their Under- 


$ 


f 
4 


| 
1 


+ ſtanding cannot reach ; and yer, that 
| rhey will not allow the ſame in' Re- 


ligion. 
19, But I know it will be objected, 


| rhar the fir of rhoſe three Suppoſitions 


which I have laid down, Se&. 15. will 
by no means be granted by the Unita- 
rians ; for they are fo far from allow- 


| ing the Texts of Scriprure, which are 
| brought to prove the DoCtrines of the 
' Trinity, -and Incarnation, ro be any 


way ſufficient ro that purpoſe ; thar on 
rhe contrary, they do, with the great- 
eſt Aſſurance, undertake to bring other 
and contrary Interpetations of thoſe 


| very Paſfages, which they prerend ro 
/; be: far 'more Rational and Natural, 


To which 1 ſhall only Anſwer, thar 
this is all thar I aim ar in this Appen- 
dix; that the Ifſue of theſe Controver- 


| ſhes may be placed upon thar which is 
, the only true Foundation for it ; 1 
- mean, the Authoriry of _ the Holy 


Scriprures ; and that blind Men would 
nor 


— 


moaned a ys _ 
ppan—_—_ ——_z -- == = 
” m—_— "== "=. __ 
gee —_ 
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not take upon them, by the ſtrength 
of their Reaſon, to diſcuſs Problems, 
and frame Concluſions concerning 
Light and Colours, of which they can F 
have no true or ſufficient Idea. I am 
very ſenfible that learned Men, who | 
have their Minds frongly prepoſſefſed | 
with any Opinion, may, by their Cri- 
riciſms, and Paraphraſes, and ſuch like | 
Engines, torture and ſcrew almoſt any 
Text of Scripture, till they make it 
look with another Aſpect from what 
is truly its own, and ſeem to confeſs 
whar really it never thought or meant. 
Bur:if we would always take rhoſe In- | 
rerpretations which flow of themſelves, 
and not thoſe which are violently 
prefled from the Scripture, (which 1 ] 
think is the faireſt way of expounding 
all Speeches and Diſcourſes whatſoever). 
I cannot, for my part, ſee how we can | 
otherwiſe conclude, concerning the ' 
Dodtrines of the Trinity, and Incarna- 
tion, than as I have done, Part 2, 
Seft. 22. 37» 


FINIS, 


